Musical events of 1961 
January 15 - Motown Records signs The Supremes

January 20 - Francis Poulenc's Gloria is premiered in Boston

February 12 - The Miracles' "Shop Around" becomes Motown's first million-selling single

February 13 - Frank Sinatra forms his own record label, Reprise Records, which would later release recordings by The Beach Boys, Ella Fitzgerald, The Kinks and Jimi Hendrix.

March 21 - The Beatles perform at the Cavern Club for the first time
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March 25 - Elvis Presley performs a benefit show at the Block Arena in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. The show raises $62,000 for the U.S.S. Arizona memorial fund.

April 23 - Judy Garland's concert at Carnegie Hall.

April 29 - Luciano Pavarotti makes his operatic debut as Rodolfo in La Bohème.

June 14 - Patsy Cline is hospitalized as a result of a head-on car collision. While in the hospital, the song "I Fall to Pieces" becomes a big Country/Pop crossover hit for Cline.

June 25 - The Bill Evans Trio completes a two-week stay at The Village Vanguard in New York. It was the last time this trio would play before virtuoso bassist Scott LaFaro's death 10 days later. The five sets they played on the 25th were recorded, and the resulting two albums, “Sunday at the Village Vanguard” and “Waltz for Debby” are considered among the finest live jazz recordings ever.

July 17 - Billboard magazine first publishes an "Easy Listening" chart, listing songs that the magazine determined were not rock & roll records. The first #1 song on this chart was "The Boll Weevil Song" by Brook Benton. 
December 8 - Beach Boys release their debut 45rpm single: Surfin'/Luau on the small California label Candix Records.

December 8 - Bob Seger's musical career begins

Albums Released in 1961

All the Way - Frank Sinatra
Bikini Twist - Bill Haley & His Comets
Blue Hawaii (OST) - Elvis Presley
The Blues and the Abstract Truth - Oliver Nelson
Bo Diddley Is a Lover - Bo Diddley
Bright and Shiny - Doris Day
Clap Hands, Here Comes Charlie! - Ella Fitzgerald
Come Swing with Me - Frank Sinatra
Connie At The Copa - Connie Francis
Dance 'Till Quarter To Three - Gary U.S. Bonds
Runaround Sue - Dion
An Electrifying Evening with the Dizzy Gillespie Quintet - Dizzy Gillespie
Ella Fitzgerald Sings the Harold Arlen Songbook - Ella Fitzgerald
Ella in Hollywood - Ella Fitzgerald

Ella Returns to Berlin - Ella Fitzgerald

Emotions - Brenda Lee
Explorations - Bill Evans Trio
Garde-moi la dernière danse - Dalida
The Genius Sings the Blues - Ray Charles
Goin' Places - The Kingston Trio
I Have Dreamed - Doris Day
I Remember Tommy - Frank Sinatra
In Person: At the Blackhawk, San Francisco - Miles Davis
It's Morrissey, Man! - Dick Morrissey
Joan Baez, Vol. 2 - Joan Baez
Judy at Carnegie Hall - Judy Garland
Listen to Cliff - Cliff Richard
Loin de Moi - Dalida
Lonely and Blue - Roy Orbison
The Lure of the Grand Canyon - Johnny Cash
Make Way - The Kingston Trio

Miles Davis at Carnegie Hall - Miles Davis
Music of My Life - Jo Stafford
My Favorite Things - John Coltrane
New Juke-Box Hits - Chuck Berry
Now Here's Johnny Cash - Johnny Cash

Patsy Cline Showcase - Patsy Cline
Rah! - Mark Murphy
Ring-A-Ding-Ding - Frank Sinatra
Roy Orbison At The Rock House - Roy Orbison
A Scottish Soldier - Andy Stewart
Send for Me - Julie London
The Shadows- The Shadows
Sinatra Swings - Frank Sinatra
Sinatra's Swingin' Session!!! - Frank Sinatra
Sing to Me Mr. C - Perry Como
Someday My Prince Will Come - Miles Davis
Something for Everybody - Elvis Presley
Sunday at the Village Vanguard - Bill Evans Trio
The Swingin's Mutual! - Nancy Wilson with the George Shearing quintet

21 Today - Cliff Richard
Twist - Bill Haley & His Comets
Whatever Julie Wants - Julie London
�


Luciano Pavarotti








